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WRITER TO SPEAK ABOUT SEXUAL VIOLENCE
MISSOULA—
Presenting sexual violence will be the focus of a two-day visit to The University of
Montana by author, educational consultant and rape survivor Migael Scherer Oct. 9-10.
Scherer will speak to the public and to journalism classes about media coverage of sexual
violence, and will hold a brown bag lunch discussion of teaching about sexual violence.
News Coverage of Sexual Assault: Preventing Violence or Promoting It?” is the subject
of Scherer’s free public lecture, which takes place from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9, in
Journalism Building Room 304.
Scherer, who lives in Seattle, began speaking about the media’s handling of sexual assault
cases after experiencing news coverage of her own high-profile case.
“For victims, news coverage is most often a second assault,” Scherer said. “I want to
raise awareness of how this is happening.”
Scherer believes reporting often affirms the perpetrator, rather than the victim. “In other
words, it promotes violence, rather than prevents it,” she said. “My belief is it does so
unwittingly.”
Mainstream media - both broadcast and print - will be the focus of Scherer’s lecture.
Her critique is not intended as media-bashing, she said.
“Reporters come to their work with good hearts, wanting to serve the community,” she
said. “I have a great deal of admiration and respect for them.”
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The lecture is intended not only for journalists, but for anyone who wants to learn how to
help prevent sexual violence, Scherer said.
How to teach about sexual violence will be the topic of a brown bag lunch discussion
presented by Scherer with faculty from the law' school and Women’s Studies Program Friday,
Oct. 10. The discussion begins at noon in Liberal Arts Building Room 138.
The author won a Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association Award and a PEN/Albrand
Citation for her first book, “Still Loved by the Sun: A Rape Survivor’s Journal.” Scherer is also
author of the book “A Cruising Guide to Puget Sound,” as well as numerous articles.
Her third book project, currently under way, earned her a January 1997 resident
fellowship at the Island Institute in Sitka, Alaska. The nonfiction book struggles with “the
question of how a joyous sense of adventure is possible in an unsafe world,” Scherer said.
Scherer’s other projects include a collaboration with the journalism departments at the
University of Washington and Michigan State University on the subjects of trauma, victims and
the media. She also presented a workshop for Wallenberg Fellows at a Stockholm symposium
sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution and Friends of Raoul Wallenberg this summer. The
workshop promoted “active bystanding” as an option for preventing genocidal violence.
Scherer was a coordinator and speaker at the 1996 West Coast Journalism and Trauma
Conference at the University of Washington and has made frequent appearances on TV and radio
and at workshops and conferences discussing trauma and violent crime.
Her visit to UM is sponsored by the University Council on Sexual Assault, Women’s
Studies Program, School of Journalism, Center for Practical Ethics, and Women’s Law Caucus.
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